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I was born and raised in Iraq. My personal belief in life is that one cannot be limited by any circumstances, no matter how hard they may be. If you set out to achieve anything you want, nothing can stop you as long as you have the willingness and determination to work towards achieving your goals.
Being born and raised in Iraq, a backward country, that experiences a lot of unrest because of political and religious feuds, life was not very easy. I come from a humble background, and hence growing up, I experienced a lot of challenges due to financial difficulties. My parents had no permanent employment and depended on the little money they got from selling our farm to cater to all our needs. As much as the money helped a great deal, it was never enough. In addition, the bad situation in my native country worsened the economic situation. Hence, it reached a point where the money my parents earned could no longer support our needs and pay for our education. At that time, my older brother had finished high school and relocated to the USA with the hope of getting greener pastures. Meanwhile, I remained in Iraq with the rest of my family as I continued studying.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Due to the worsening economic situation at home, I had to look for employment to work and study at the same time to help my parents with our daily expenses and school fees. Luckily, I managed to get work at a fast-food store. Balancing work and studies was very difficult. Because of the nature of my job, I often would return home very exhausted and go to bed without spending time on my studies. At times, I would even miss school when there was a lot of work at the food store to earn extra money. As a result, I started performing very poorly in my studies, which brought a lot of worry to my parents, who had many hopes in me.  My dismal performance discouraged me a lot, and at some point, the thoughts of dropping out of school crossed my mind, but I could not because I knew my family depended on me as their hope for a brighter future. Determined to improve my performance, I decided to do away with any distractions and concentrate fully on my work and studies. Truly, my hard work and determination paid off when I finished high school with very good grades.
After finishing high school in 2014, my family and I moved to the USA because my older brother, who had gone there earlier, had applied for us to move there to escape the bad situation in our native country. He also believed that the USA offered a better life and brighter future for all of us. The news of our relocation hit me with a mixed feeling. On the one hand, I was very happy because I knew that our lives were going to take a different turn, but on the other hand, I worried I would not be able to fit into society and meet what was expected of me. Also, I knew communication would be a very big problem because my language was not good enough to have an English conversation. After thinking for some time, I decided to focus on the positive side of everything and stop unnecessary worries. Having made up my mind, I went to the USA determined to dive into my dreams and make them a reality.
True to my fears, communication was a big challenge to me, but then I decided to join an adult school to help improve my language. Even though life was somehow better than it had been in Iraq, we still experienced some financial difficulties, and hence I looked for a job and got employed at a restaurant. With the money I earned working at the restaurant, I was able to help my family pay bills. Meanwhile, my language started improving gradually because of the adult classes I was attending. In 2017, I got another job at Uber in San Francisco. This second job paid better than the first one, and it enabled me to help my family while saving money to start my own business. I had always had a passion for videography, and hence after working for some time, I gained a lot of money and started my own videography business. I bought all the film equipment that I would need to get started and set out to make my business succeed.
My business started small, but as time went by, it grew gradually, and I started getting big contracts that paid me a lot of money. I got contracts to work for parties, weddings, and music videos, among many other events. Gradually, this business became a life changer for my family and me since it earned me a lot, and thus I was able to provide a better life for my family. We moved to a better house, and I even started a small business for my parents so that they no longer had to struggle. Later, I hired some people to help me with my business as it had become harder to manage it alone. Since I hired people to help me, I had a lot of free time; hence I started thinking of going to college for further studies.
 After thinking for some time, I decided to take a major in filmmaking. I arrived at this decision as I knew that this would enable me to develop my skills, and those skills would be essential for the continuous growth of my business. Also, going to school would make me meet new people with diverse ideas about videography and I would be able to learn a lot from them. Hence, I am studying and working right now, and all this was made possible by my hard work, determination, and resilience to work towards my dreams despite the difficult situations I had faced back then.



